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WHAT TS CLA IMED IS; 



1. 



An electronic camera comprising: 



an imaging part for driving an imaging device to capture image data 
representing an image of a subject; 

an external storage medium interface for writing the image data captured 
by the imaging part into an external storage medium; 

a connector for detachably connecting the external storage medium to the 
external storage medium interface; 

a power supply part for supplying power to components of the camera; 

a master switch for turning on and off the power supply part; 

a detector for detecting detachment and attachment of the external 
storage medium from and to the connector; and 

a controller for suspending a power supply from the power supply part 
when the detector detects the detachment of the external storage medium from 
the connector, and for resuming the power supply from the power supply part 
when the detector detects the attachment of the external storage medium to the 
connector. 

2. The electronic camera as defined in claim 1, wherein the power supply 
from the power supply part is suspended and resumed under control of the 
controller to at least one of the following: all the components supplied with 
power from the power supply part except for the detector and the controller; the 
external storage medium interface; the connector; and the external storage 
medium. 

3. The electronic camera, as defined in claim 1, wherein the controller 



suspends the power suppMfrcw^thp power supply part when the detector detects 
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that the external storage medium starts being detached from the connector while 
the external storage medium is still connected. 

4. The electronic camera as defined in claim 1, wherein the controller 
suspends the power supply from the power supply part when the detector detects 
that the external storage medium is completely detached from the connector and 
the external storage medium is disconnected. 

5. The electronic camera as defined in claim 1, wherein the controller 
resumes the power sVipply from the power supply part when the detector detects 
that the external storage medium is completely attached to the connector and the 
external storage mediutn is connected. 

6. The electronic Aan/era|)as defined in claim 1, wherein the controller 
resumes the power suppl\ fronrthe-^bwer supply part when the detector detects 
that the external storage nfedium starts being attached to the connector while the 
external storage medium isViot connected yet. 

7. The electronic camera as defined in claim 1, further comprising: 

a chamber for containing the external storage medium, the connector 
being disposed in the chamberc 

wherein the detector \detects the detachment and attachment of the 
external storage medium by detecting that the external storage medium is 
removed from and inserted into the chamber. 

8. The electronic camera as ilefined in claim 1, further comprising: 

a chamber for containing the external storage medium, the connector 
being disposed in the chamber; and 



* * 

15 




a chamber mechanism for discharging the external storage medium from 
the chamber ahd receiving the external storage medium into the chamber; 

wherein the detector detects the detachment and attachment of the 
external storageVnedium by detecting operations of the chamber mechanism. 

9. The electronic camera as defined in claim 1, further comprising: 

a chamber for containing the external storage medium, the connector 

being disposed in thd chambjr; and 
a lid of the chamber; 

wherein the detector detects the detachment and attachment of the 
external storage medium by detecting that the lid is opened and closed. 

he electronic camera as defined in claim 1, wherein: 
th\ controller has a timer for measuring elapsed time since the power 
supply frorX the power supply part is suspended, and the controller turns off the 
master switch when the elapsed time reaches a predetermined time while the 
detector does n\t detect the attachment of the external storage medium. 

11. An electronic camera comprising: 

an imaging part for driving an imaging device to capture image data 
representing an image Vf a subject; 

a connector for d\tachably connecting to an external storage medium; 

an external storageVnedium interface for writing the image data captured 
by the imaging part into the external storage medium through the connector; 

a power supply part fo\supplying power to components of the camera; 

a master switch for turning on and off the power supply part; 

a detector for detecting operations relating to detachment and attachment 
of the external storage medium fromVnd to the connector; and 
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a Controller for suspending a power supply from the power supply part 
when the detector detects the operation relating to the detachment of the external 
" storage mediVm from the connector, and for resuming the power supply from the 
power supply\part when the detector detects the attachment of the external 
storage medium to the connector. 

12. The electronic camera as defined in claim 11, wherein the power supply 
from the power supply part is suspended and resumed under control of the 
controller to at least one of the following: all the components supplied with 
power from the power supply part except for the detector and the controller; the 
external storage medium interface; the connector; and the external storage 
medium. 



Li 



S 0liW(is3. The electronic camera as defined in claim 11, further comprising: 

^ a daamber for containing the external storage medium, the connector 



being disposed in the chamber; and 

a chamber mechanism for discharging the external storage medium from 
the chamber ana receiving the external storage medium into the chamber; 

wherein the detector detects the operations relating to the detachment and 
attachment of thfe external storage medium by detecting operations of the 
chamber mechanisi 

14. The electronic camera as defined in claim 11, further comprising: 

a chamber for containing the external storage medium, the connector 

being disposed in the chamber; and 
a lid of the cwambkr^ / 

wherein the detector detects the operations relating to the detachment and 
attachment of the external storage medium by detecting that the lid is opened and 
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S C<^15. Toe electronic camera as defined in claim 11, wherein: 

ftie\ controller has a timer for measuring elapsed time since the power 
supply from the power supply part is suspended, and the controller turns off the 
master switoh when the elapsed time reaches a predetermined time while the 
detector doesViot detect the attachment of the external storage medium. 

16. An electronic camera comprising: 

an imagmg part for driving an imaging device to capture image data 
J3 representing an image of a subject; 

P a connectoV for detachably connecting to an external storage medium; 

S an external \torage medium interface for writing the image data captured 

5 by the imaging part mto the external storage medium through the connector; 

g a power suppl\ part for supplying power to components of the camera; 

Hj a master switchVor turning on and off the power supply part; 

S a detector for detecting operations relating to detachment and attachment 

* of the external storage medium from and to the connector; and 

a controller for suspending a power supply from the power supply part 
when the detector detects thk operation relating to the detachment of the external 
storage medium from the connector, and for resuming the power supply from the 
power supply part when the\ detector detects the operation relating to the 
attachment of the external storage medium to the connector. 

17. The electronic camera as defined in claim 16, wherein the power supply 
from the power supply part is suspended and resumed under control of the 
controller to at least one of the following: all the components supplied with 
power from the power supply part except for the detector and the controller; the 
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external storage medium interface; the connector; and the external storage 
medium. 

Sub §^ ig ThV electronic camera as defined in claim 16, further comprising: 

a cnkmber for containing the external storage medium, the connector 
being disposed in the chamber; and 

a chamoer mechanism for discharging the external storage medium from 
the chamber and Weiving the external storage medium into the chamber; 

wherein tha detector detects the operations relating to the detachment and 
attachment of the external storage medium by detecting operations of the 
yg chamber mechanism. 

p 19. Tire electronic camera as defined in claim 16, further comprising: 

Li \ 

jVj a cn&mber for containing the external storage medium, the connector 

g being disposed in the chamber; and 
S; a lid oMh^cnamber; 

^ whereinulre detector detects the operations relating to the detachment and 

* attachment of the^external storage medium by detecting that the lid is opened and 
closed. 

5 ubClfa 20. The\lectronic camera as defined in claim 16, wherein: 

the controller has a timer for measuring elapsed time since the power 
supply from the power supply part is suspended, and the controller turns off the 
master switch wheny the elapsed time reaches a predetermined time while the 
detector does not detect the attachment of the external storage medium. 



